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FOR ALL WHO ARE INTERESTED IN RAILWAYS 


In 1978, Link Tours took a gamble to run a Week- 
end package tour to Rutherglen by rail. The venture 
was an outstanding success, capturing the public’s 
imagination and in 1980 the “Rutherglen Red’ won 
the Gold Tourist award presented by the ‘‘Develop 
Victoria Council”. 

In February 1981, with the success of the “‘Ruther- 
glen Red”’ behind them, the Spirit of Swan Hill ran its 
first journey and on the 3rd April this year the inaugural 
running of the Warrnambool Wanderer took place. 

Since the Tours started in 1978, over 12,000 people 
have thus travelled by rail. A financial success not only 
for Link Tours, but also we hope for VicRail. 

With 29 trips to Rutherglen, 23 to Swan Hill and 7 
to Warrnambool planned for this year and negotiations 
underway for tours to Lakes Entrance and Echuca next 
year the Weekend package tours look secure for a rosy 
future. 


Front Cover: This month we feature two locos on 
exhibition at the Society’s Museum in North Williams- 
town. N432 was the last steam loco built at Newport 
Workshops while the Australian Standard Garratt is the 
sole surviving member of a class of locomotives that ran 
in all states except NSW. (Museum Collection) 


SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR NON-MEMBERS 
Mailed flat, with supplements not provided with across- 
the-counter copies. 
May - April — $14.00 
November - April — $7.00 
Eleven issues yearly - Jan./Feb. combined. 


All subscriptions expire with the April issue. Write to 
ARHS Membership Officer, Box S177AA, GPO 
Melbourne 3001, for subscriptions and details of member- 
ship, monthly meetings and activities. 


Newsrail is published by the Australian Railway Historical 
Society Victorian Division and details Victorian railway 
happenings and related items. Opinions expressed in 
Newsrail are not necessarily those of ARHS or of its 
members. Material published in Newsrail may be reprinted 
with acknowledgement unless otherwise indicated. 
ISSN 0310-7477. 


Opposite above: GM33-35 run through Springhurst as 
they return from Albury on an ARE tour on Sun.14.2.82. 
(Greg King) 


Opposite below: ‘The Gathering of the Clans.” 
SRA4206 (left) joins sister locos AN GM35 and rebuilt 
and repainted SRA4201 in Albury yard during the above 
tour. Also present were GM33, 4203 and 4205. 
(Roderick B Smith) 
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Cumulative Delays 


DAVE MACARTNEY 


R764 departs Specner St with the 6.05 pm Geelong on 17.12.63. (Harry Williams) 


There are days that the VR have marked on their calen- 
dar with a large black circle; days on which things have not 
gone according to plan. Such a day was the 20th December, 
1963. According to my mates, it was a hot clear day with 
temperature into the 90s; the wheat yield that season was a 
record; and the pre-Christmas rush was in full swing. 

I was commuting from Springvale in those days, and the 
first unusual sight of the day was that of a Down goods 
without an engine put away in the Up Refuge Loop. Two 
stations later the reason for this was revealed when we 
came across R712 sitting with leading bogie and all driving 
wheels in the dirt at Clayton, having run out through an 
open catch point while shunting the goods siding, which 
trailed off the Down main line. The only train which 
regularly shunted Clayton was the 3.15 am Korumburra: 
presumably a pilot had come from Dandenong and 
removed the rest of the train to Springvale to clear the 
main lines for the morning peak. The breakdown gang had 
just arrived, and were looking with despair at their assign- 
ment for the morning. At Oakleigh we crossed R726 light 
engine, headed for Springvale. 

At lunchtime I took the first available Tait to North 
Melbourne and checked over the Loco Depot. On shed 
were R705, R725, R763, R731, R766, R764, R720 and, 
under repair, R706. According to the blackboard, R724 
had run the Albury paper train, R712 the 3.15 am Korum- 
burra (I knew that), R701 a 3.25 am Seymour goods and 
R758 the 3.40 am Woodend goods. J529 had gone to Tot- 
tenham for a day on the Pilot, and N450 had left a few 
minutes before I arrived for Seymour. Coming off the pit 
as I was studying the board was R720 for the 12.45 
Geelong goods, to be followed by R766 for the 1.25 
Korumburra and R70S for the 2.05 Geelong goods. Later 
in the afternoon three steam passenger trains were listed; 
the 3.58 Leongatha, the 5.10 Geelong express and the 6.05 


56 


Geelong local, engines R712, R763 and R731 respectively. 
The night goods runs were the 8.10 and 10.10 Korumbur- 
ras, the 9.55 Geelong and 10 pm Bendigo. Only the Ben- 
digo was yet allocated an engine — R746. I noted that the 
4.23 Bacchus Marsh wasn’t listed; it was obviously going to 
be a 280 railcar today. This would have great significance 
later. Before I returned to work R712 came limping in 
from Clayton, no doubt to be checked over for possible 
broken springs before going out again on the afternoon 
Leongatha pass. 


After work a number of us rolled up for the 5.10 with 
R763, hoping for a brisk run with the Hudson. The 5.10 
was normally a through train to Warrnambool with a B, 
but in times of stress it became a relief to Geelong, and the 
Warrnambool was despatched at 5.13, still with a B. Out of 
Spencer Street one minute late, our load was R763-BPL- 
BPL-APL-BPL-AW-AW-CV, 7/225 tons, with Driver 
Ghersetti in charge. By the time we reached North 
Melbourne it was obvious that all was not well — suburban 
trains, packed to the ceiling, were standing nose to tail on 
all running lines. We sneaked past half a dozen or so on 
the four tracks to South Kensington, where we got the nod 
and crawled along under yellow signals to Footscray and on 
to Newport. Here we ran through an enormous goods 
refuged in E siding; R705 was on the front, so it had to be 
the 2.05 pm Geelong, which in 3! hours had only got to 
Newport. 


We later discovered that R705, an engine with a reputa- 
tion for trouble, had spent some two hours in Melbourne 
Yard trying to pump up its train, which was no less that 70 
vehicles for 1108 tons! Long before all 70 brake reservoirs 
were charged, the single stage brake pump would overheat 
and jam. A combination of the heaviest hammer in the 
tool kit and much bad language would restart the pump 
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‘BURRA 
PICK UP 


R726 prepares to depart 
Springvale with the 3.15 am 
Korumburra goods after com- 
ing out to rescue the train. 


The train departs at 8.55 am 
as the Hudson works to make 
up time. 


The driver checks around 
R712 as he prepares to run 
light engine to North Mel- 
bourne Loco. (All photos 
Lindsey Walker) 
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eventually, but by that time all the air would have leaked 
off again and the whole process would be repeated. Finally, 
a little after 4.15 pm, the engine had enough air to release 
the brakes, and steamed out over the Kop onto the main 
line at South Kensington. It stalled completely and totally 
at the Footscray Home signal a few minutes later. Normal 
procedure if this happens is for the following train to assist 
in the rear, but this train turned out to be the 4.23 Bacchus 
Marsh, a 280 railcar, which couldn’t even couple to the 
van, much less push! So it was that 705 had to struggle on 
alone, with many stops to raise steam until it topped the 
rise at Footscray station. It had taken forty minutes for the 
entire train to pass the home signal! 

Meanwhile, back on the 5.10, we had cleared Newport at 
5.35, some ten minutes late, but were now trundling along 
in the wake of the 4.27 Werribee, with a W class. Looking 
forward the van of the Werribee was visible, while behind 
us the B on the 5.13 followed as closely as the signalling 
allowed. We couldn't switch to the other line because it 
hadn’t been built yet, we were behind all the way to Wer- 
ribee. Once in the clear things improved; at Manor we ran 
through R720 on the 12.45 Geelong goods, and Little 
River was passed at 6.10 pm, at which time we should have 
been at Geelong. At Lara we crossed an S on an Up pass. 
and two new Ys on a Down goods, arriving at Geelong 
finally at 6.35, 25 minutes down. 


The Up Port Fairy arrived behind T352 — the only time 
I can recall seeing a T on this train — they really were short 
of engines. The load was AS-BS-ABU-BPL-CE, and all 
went well until Werribee, where we stopped and stayed 
stopped for an hour. R705 had come on from Newport, 
and had now stalled on Hoppers Hill. The engine arrived 
eventually with 32 vehicles in tow, put these away, and 
went back for the other 38. In time we continued on, leav- 
ing 705 to put its train back together again; the engine had 
left North Melbourne almost eight hours earlier, and still 
hadn’t completed twenty miles. 

As we clattered past Dudley Street later, we came upon 
R700 glistening and shining under the yard lights, having 
been outshopped that afternoon after heavy overhaul and 
repaint at Newport, and about to take out the 9.55 Geelong 


goods. 
As a postscript, four nights later, on Christmas Eve, the 
5.10 Geelong express was again steam — in fact, the last 


time it ever was — this time with R725. With no delays, we 
got the 60 minute run we had hoped for previously. Driver 
Goninan had been taking a bit of stick from the crew of the 
B on the 5.13 Warrnambool across the platform at Spencer 
Street, and was delighted to observe that they had been 
unable to match the pace of the Hudson from Melbourne, 
and were rushing rather breathlessly into the platform at 
Geelong while R725 was already halfway back to the Loco. 


N493 waits in Drome loop while R736 passes with a Down goods to Geelong. 12.12.60. (Des Jowett) 
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M471 heads for St. Kilda on a fan tour as the local service 
runs into Middle Park on 25.11.81. 


Another part of the tour saw the Tait car find its way out to 
Blackburn. (Both photos Ken Williams) 
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C505, X52, X53 and C503 storm out of Stawell as they head 
for Melbourne. 9.5.81. 


An unusual combination of T400-406, B62, X52 and X53 
haul tonnage up the Stawell Bank. 13.7.81. 


B85 and X37 run the Up Horsham pass. into Stawell on 12.9.81. Note the 3 Overland cars at the rear of the train. 


X41, S307 and C508 power an Up Jet through Great Western on 5.9.81. (All photos Peter Martin) 


A Look at the Harvest 


NORM HOUGHTON 


1383-339 shunt wheat in Korong Vale yard on 21.12.81. (N Houghton) 


The 1981/82 grain crop looked like being a wash-out 
following unseasonally heavy rains, but the overall picture 
turned out to be better than expected, and in some areas 
the harvest was excellent. So it was with the prospect of 
sighting numerous grain trains that the writer planned his 
usual annual picnic tour of the wheat areas. This year it was 
decided to go North to Swan Hill and cut across the wheat 
belt in a South-Westerly direction to see the differing har- 
vest times in the one sweep. 

Leaving Geelong early on the morning of Monday, 21st 
December we motored North towards a warmer climate, 
and near Elaine at 6 am. passed C503 on a Geelong-bound 
GY wheat train. Ballarat had nothing to show, but from 
here on the line to Maryborough was bustling with activity. 
T361 on a short Down goods made a cross with T335 and 
Y140 on another short goods in Clunes at 7.15. Of interest 
to note was that loco Y140 had its nose end crushed. (See 
photo p. 18, February edition.) 

One section ahead of T361 was B76 on a load of empty 
GYs, and this train arrived in Maryborough at 7.40 for a 
short pause before continuing on to Donald. Yard pilot 
Y148 and T362 near the cattle siding were idle motive 
power at the time. 

Further on, Dunolly had its usual strings of GYs and 
VHGYs for this time of the year, along with yard pilot 
Y113. Growers’ trucks were everywhere in evidence 
unloading grain at the road receival points. 

Continuing towards Korong Vale nothing of importance 
was to be seen until near Inglewood at 9.30 when the 9 am. 
Korong Vale - Dunolly wheat run passed by. This train was 
made up of 1337-380 and a mixture of GYs and VHGYs. 

Korong Vale was reached a little before 10 am. Several 
rakes of GYs and VHGYs were in the yard. The double 


Opposite: T389 loads grain at the Tocumwal silo for a 4.00 
pm special to Geelong while the crew of NSW units 48112- 
48123 have a rest with their loaded Sydney-bound train on 
Tues.8.4.80. (John Dare) 
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combination of 1383-339 was busy making up another 
Dunolly-bound train. 33RT was noted on a back siding. 
The large station building on the island platform is now 
deserted due to white ants and showed signs of vandalism. 

Leaving this melancholy sight we set off for Ultima. Rail 
trucks were not to be seen at Borung or Boort, but growers 
were busy delivering to the silos at these locations. Since 
the record harvests of recent years there has been an orgy 
of silo building to expand existing capacity at certain loca- 
tions, and at Barraport is a new twin bin of steel construc- 
tion. 

T354 on a GY wheat train from Ultima was shunting at 
Quambatook when we pulled into the yard at 11.20. This 
loco attached several full trucks to the train and soon 
rumbled off South to Korong Vale. An earthen bunker at 
Cannie was being used as supplementary storage and was 
being filled from a line of growers’ trucks when we passed. 

Lalbert was the busiest location encountered so far. The 
main street was jammed with growers’ trucks lined up for 
the silo wieghbridge. A few GYs stood in the silo road 
waiting for filling. The next station at Meatian had been 
cleared of rail trucks, and only growers’ motor trucks were 
about. All was quiet when we arrived at Ultima at 12.30. It 
was lunch time, and not a soul was to be seen anywhere, 
either at the station or in the town. T345 on a VHGY train 
stood in No. | road, obviously waiting for an after-lunch 
departure Southwards. A station office of recent construc- 
tion complete with air-conditioning, stood in place of the 
former modest one-room portable. From here we turned 
East to Swan Hill and arrived there at 1 pm, just as T392 
rolled in from Piangil with a string of loaded GYs. The loco 
cut off and began adding a few more goods wagons to the 
front of the load for late afternoon despatch. 32RT was idle 
on a siding down near the goods shed. Over at the silos 
were the usual queue of growers’ trucks making deliveries. 
After a short break we moved off for a look at the 
Kooloolong branch line as it has experienced a clean-out of 
staff and facilities since the discontinuance of the railmotor 
service. 
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At Woorineen growers were delivering to the silos, the 
only facilities intact now that the station office has gone. 

Pira too, is simply a silo loop, having lost the passenger 
waiting shed. Nyah West was very busy with growers’ 
trucks at the silos. The station office, platform and signals 
were intact. The next siding along is Miralie, and here was 
evident a new silo alongside an empty earthen bunker. 
Piangil, formerly the railmotor terminus, has been strip- 
ped. The office is intact but the platform has been graded 
back, the cattle race road lifted, crane dismantled and 
goods shed removed. There was no activity at the silos nor 
at Natya and Kooloolong when we arrived. An agricultural 
tractor fitted with a hooked bar made from two pieces of 
scrap iron was used for shunting wheat trucks at 
Kooloolong. We returned to Swan Hill for the night. 

Next morning, Tuesday December 22, we rose early in 
time to observe T409 arrive on the overnight goods at 
6.15. The load comprised vehicles for the Freight Centre 
and a string of empty GYs for the wheat traffic. The Rail 
tractor shunted the goods trucks while T409 attached itself 
to X41 at the head of the Up passenger train on the plat- 
form road. This service, whose makeup consisted of 19CE, 
8AS, Murray, 1BG and 17BE, departed on time at 6.40. 

We then made direct for Robinvale to see what was 
doing at this outpost. Two new silos have recently been 
built. Growers’ trucks were discharging into the old silos, 
even at this early hour, and several VOWAs were being 
loaded with red gum sleepers. Over on the platform the 
station officer was fussing about with a car-load of parcels. 
There were no rail wheat trucks in the silo road at Robin- 
vale, and very few down the track until Manangatang, the 
line having been cleared yesterday. There was no activity at 
Manangatang, and 3 solitary GYs graced the yard with 
their presence.The next station, Cocamba, was busy, and 
here five VHGYs were being filled by a GEB operator 
assisted by an agricultural tractor for wagon movement. 
Growers were delivering to the Chinkapook silo, but no 
rail trucks were there. 

Leaving the Robinvale line we cut across to Sea Lake 
and arrived here at 10.20 to find T328 adding some full 
VHGYs to a GY load it had hauled from further up the 
line. 17RT was also in the yard., Once shunting was com- 
pleted T328 waited in No. | road to cross a Down train of 
GY empties due shortly. This train of T323-T387 arrived 
around 11.30. 


Further South Berriwillock was busy with growers’ 
trucks. Seven VHGYs were waiting for filling at the lower 
lot of silos. The station office was boarded up and the 
Departmental residence empty, casualties of recent 
rationalisations. 

Culgoa, Mullawill and Dumosa silos were crowded with 
growers’ trucks, but few rail trucks were about. We arrived 
in Wycheproof at 12.15 but saw nothing of note. We then 
cut across country to the Warracknabeal line via Donald. 
The latter station proved very busy. Yard pilot Y149 was 
making up a South-bound wheat train, a crew was prepar- 
ing B72-T324 in the loco depot for this train; and T372-356 
were stabled in the depot. Growers were making deliveries 
at the silos South of the town. 

The next station to the North is Litchfield, and of 
interest here were several new receival facilities, including 
an air-aironditioned weighbridge cabin. Working condi- 
tions have certainly improved lately! Another general 
advancement observed is the quality of the growers’ 
transport. Five years ago it was usual to see growers 
driving creaking Bedford and ancient Commer trucks of 
drab red, green and black colours, but now the latest Inter- 
national, Mack and Volvo models in vivid duco are in 
vogue. 

We turned East here and continued over to War- 
racknabeal. So far in our travels we had not sighted one 
GH wagon, and it was not until we reached the far West of 
the State that these vehicles were to be found. It seemed 
from our later observations that every line West of Murtoa 
was being serviced exclusively by GH trains. 


Warracknabeal yard was near deserted. 4RT and 34RT 
were stabled, and a few goods trucks were at the Freight 
Centre. All the stations up the line to Hopetoun were 
crowded with growers’ trucks, but apart from a rake of 
GHs at Beulah, no rail trucks were about. The line was 
being cleared that day, and near Beulah at 2.45 we sighted 
T376-Y 150 struggling South on a mammoth load of GHs. 
The earthern bunker at Brim was being used. 

On arrival at Hopetoun we turned West once again and 
continued across to Yaapeet. The harvest in this area was 
in full swing, and the silo environs were a hive of activity. 


T328 waits for the staff at Sea Lake before heading south 
with a full load of wheat. 22.12.81. (N Houghton) 
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Early morning near Arkona on 23.12.81 finds T376-Y150 on the 7.00 am Dimboola - Jeparit special. 
(N Houghton! 


There were no rail trucks in the yard as that day’s train had 
already departed. This train of GH stock kept ahead of us 
all the way down the line, and we did not sight it until 
Dimboola. 


The Yaapeet line has recently been relaid, and redun- 
dant station facilities removed at most locations. The 
Yaapeet office has gone although the goods shed still 
stood. A gypsum loader was sited near the top of No. 3 
road. 


Large numbers of growers’ trucks were at every station 
to Arkona. An earthen bunker at Antwerp was seen to be 
empty and out of use. 


We arrived in Dimboola at 5.10 and, after a perfunctory 
glance at the railway yard to note two Up GH trains (one 
ex Yaapeet, the other ex Kaniva way), retired for rest and 
refreshment, having had enough of trains for one day. 


Next morning we were up early and at the Dimboola sta- 
tion by 6.45. In the platform was S311, 7CE, 4AS, 3BZ, 
54BE, 56BE and 37VBPY on the 6.55 Melbourne 
passenger service. Y150 and T1376 were facing the other 
way at the head of 58 empty GHs bound for Jeparit. Yard 
pilot Y125 was doing nothing, while out at the home signal 
C507 waited on an Up interstate goods. The passenger left 
on time, and five minutes later the Jeparit train moved off. 
We paced this for a few kilometres to take some photo- 
graphs on the branch line and then turned back towards 
Kaniva for a look at the main line. 


The growers at Gerang Gerung were on the job early, 
and their trucks were lined up at the silo when we passed 
by at 7.20. A rake of GHs stood in the siding. Around 7.35 
light engine C509 slowed at the Salisbury loop to exchange 
the staff, and roared off to Dimboola where it later 
attached itself to a rake of GHs for Murtoa. 


A few GHs were at the Nhill silo and local growers were 
making deliveries. 25RT was stabled in the goods shed 
road. There was nothing to be seen at Tarranginnie or 
Diapur, but Miram was lively. A string of growers’ trucks 
were parked in the main street opposite the weighbridge 
waiting for the GEB man to start work, and such is the lack 
of through traffic in these parts that the trucks blocked half 
the road, and a knot of farmers sat and squatted on the 
other half of the bitumen, forcing us to detour via the 
verge. 
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At Kaniva was noted a new silo adjacent to the existing 
structure, along with new approach roads and a rail siding 
that was being finalised. Growers were making deliveries 
to the old silo. 

Leaving the Western line for the moment, we travelled 
South across the Little Desert to emerge at Carpolac and 
turned East to Horsham, following the branch line all the 
way. There were no rail trucks anywhere along the line but 
the harvest was getting under way at several locations. Car- 
polac and Goroke silos were receiving grain. A new silo, 
complete with weighbridge and approach roads, was being 
finalised at Goroke. The goods shed is being used by the 
local road-rail carrier, so there is still plenty of activity at 
Goroke. 

The silos at Natimuk and East Natimuk were open for 
business and had patrons, even though some of the local 
crops were still green and not ready for harvesting. 

We arrived back on the Western line at Horsham at 
10.30. There was nothing doing here, so we continued on 
to Dooen and came across C508 on an Up wheat consist 
shunting some GHs. Once this operation was over C509 
waited in No. 2 road until being overtaken at 11.00 by 
C509-510 on an Up interstate goods before continuing to 
Murtoa. 

We pulled in to Murtoa at 11.15. S304 on a Down inters- 
tate goods waited to cross C508-510. Yard pilot Y122 
shunting some GHs was seen, and there were hardly any 
GHs at the Marmalake terminal. T344 on a very short GH 
train from Warracknabeal bobbed into view and was 
admitted to the yard at 11.20. 

Leaving this scene we carried on down the line, noting 
growers making deliveries at the Lubeck and Glenorchy 
silos, but no rail trucks to be seen. There was also a dearth 
of trucks at Stawell and Ararat. The yard at Ararat was 
near empty, but numerous GHs for running repairs were 
to be seen down at the loco depot along with W260-263, 
$309 and T330-360. 

We decided to return to Geelong via Maroona, even 
though it was early for intensive harvesting on the Western 
Plains. There was little to show at most places. Mininera 
had a rake of GYs in the loop and was receiving grain. 
Westmere and Lismore were likewise situated, but every- 
where else was inactive. Passing Berrybank we noted a 
recently completed silo alongside the existing bins before 
terminating our trip. 
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Grain handling improvements: The Grain Elevators 
Board of Victoria recently announced its works programme 
for 1982. Most of the planned projects will be completed 
prior to the 1982 grain harvest. The programme totals 
about $12 million in value and will have a direct effect on 
the operations of VicRail and will mean major improve- 
ments in the handling of grain. Major features of the works 
programme involving construction programmes totalling 
$9.5 million at Geelong and Portland had previously been 
announced. 

Work on a new rail unloading complex on the new loop 
line construction has commenced at Geelong which 
together with new weighing facilities will give the Geelong 
Terminal an additional unlcading capacity of 3,000 tonnes 
per hour from rail to supplement the current 1200-1600 
tonnes per hour. The first stage of the $5.0 million 
Geelong upgrade project has been specifically designed to 
discharge hopper wagons. Concurrently, a $4.5 million 
upgrade project is underway at Portland involving new 
elevators and conveyors designed to improve the shipping 
rate from the current 500-600 tonnes an hour to 2,000 
tonnes an hour. Tenders for additional works valued at 
$1.35 million, will soon be let for projects at Merrinee, 
Hopetoun, Glenrowan and Birchip. 

A two-cell silo will add 5,000 tonne capacity to Merrinee, 

and a one-bin silo will add 2,500 tonnes to storage at Hope- 
toun. A horizontal shed will be erected at Glenrowan to 
bring storage capacity to 4,000 tonnes, but this project is 
subject to the necessary planning permit being obtained. A 
2,000 tonne annexe bin at Birchip will facilitate dual 
receival of both wheat and barley. Minor works 
programme plus maintenance at numerous silos 
throughout the State will cost a further $1 million. 
(Pastoral Times) 
More free public transport: Following the success of free 
public transport travel in December, January the Govern- 
ment decided to treat Melbournians to a repeat perfor- 
mance for the Moomba celebrations on Sunday 7 March. 
The previous free travel programme had trebled the use of 
trains and doubled bus and tram patronage. (Sun) 


Rail patronage increases: After years of falling patronage 
it looks as though VicRail has finally reversed the trend. 
According to VicRail the turnaround has been described as 
dramatic and figures indicate that country »assenger trains 
are increasing in patronage with a least 25% more 
passengers. An additional 4 million suburban tickets have 
been sold over the last 6 months compared to last years 
figures. The introduction of the new country passenger ser- 
vices in October last year resulted in a 35% increase in the 
number of passenger trains in operation and this increase 
in choice had been readily detected in the increased 
patronage. Prior to the marked increase VicRail had been 
experiencing a user decline of 4% per year. (Sun) 


VicRail’s finance on the line: According to the Minister of 
Transport, VicRail looks as though its financial result for 
1981/82 will just about be on target which is good news 
both for the Government and the taxpayer. The good 
result was generally because of increased patronage both in 
trains and trams. The use of trams has increased by about 
2 million journey’s in the last 5 months and this sort of 
increase has been generally reflected in the public transport 
field. Another reason for increased support for public 
transport has been the lack of industrial disputes which has 


Centre Pages: On 4.5.78, B62 departs Geelong with the 
2.20 pm Up Melbourne service and runs under the 
impressive combined signalbridge and pedestrian 
overpass. This has now been removed and is being 
replaced with an overpass. (Robert Carlisle) 
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created a new confidence in public transport. The level of 
rail disputes is the lowest for 10 years. (Sun) 


New station on St. Albans line: The Government recently 
announced it was to spend $200,000 on constructing a new 
station between St. Albans and Albion. The station near 
Furlong Rd. has been requested by residents for many 
years and now after so long it is to become a reality. The 
station will be a double platform affair and will incorporate 
a car park and have mini boom barriers protecting 
pedestrian crossings. The station will probably retain its 
unofficial name of Furlong when it is finally open for busi- 
ness. 


Train of Knowledge on tour again: The popular 7rain of 
Knowledge ran during March conveying students from the 
Latrobe Valley and Bairnsdale. The train which consists of 
a BPL, Shower car Carey, Melvilleand non-aircon. sleeping 
cars. The tour for the Latrobe Valley students worked 
from the Ist March to Sth March and included a route 
from Spencer St to Ballarat, Ararat, Maryborough, 
Inglewood, Bendigo, Swan Hill, Castlemaine. The second 
tour for the Bairnsdale students followed a similar route on 
the 15th March. (SC) 


Sydney pass. services anniversary: | wonder how many 
readers remember that on the 16th April the standard 
gauge passenger services between Melbourne and Sydney 
will be officially 20 years of age. It was on the 16th April, 
1962 that the new $2 million stainless steel Southern Aurora 
commenced inaugural service between the major Austra- 
lian cities of Melbourne and Sydney. The train was 
introduced as the ultimate in luxury, a hotel on wheels and 
with their full complement of 14 cars could accomodate 
198 passengers in sleeping comfort. The passenger service 
was introduced several months after the inaugural freight 
service had started on 2nd January, 1962. The first 
unofficial run of the Southern Aurora into Victoria actually 
came on 13th April when the new stainless steel train built 
by Commonwealth Engineering left Albury carrying dis- 
tinguished guests and Government officials and hauled by 
locos S314 and S315. Alas, S314 did not survive to witness 
the 20 years of faithful service as it was destroyed in the 
Southern Aurora collision at Violet Town in 1969. That fatal 
collision has unfortunately left a black mark on an other- 
wise clean record for the world standard train, but it never 
prevented the train from accumulating millions of 
kilometres and providing many thousands of passengers 
with an enjoyable and relaxing train ride. We should give 
our thanks to the two other sisters who provide back up 
service to the class leader and have also performed in a 
praiseworthy manner over the last-20 years. I am of course 
referring to the /ntercapital Daylight, and Spirit of Progress. | 
wonder what the next 20 years will bring? 


Special train to Lilydale: A special train chartered by the 
‘Lodge of Tranquility’ ran a return trip to Lilydale on 
Fri.26.2. The train was hauled by a T class and consisted of 
BCPL11, 4BW and a CW van. The train stabled at Lilydale 
from 8.28 pm to 10.35 pm. (BW) 


Parliament station to open at Easter: It is reported that a 
further stage of the Underground loop will be open to the 
public over the Easter weekend of the 10th, 11th, 12th 
April. Parliament station, the second of three stations to 
form the underground loop will be open for inspection, 
together with a static display of the new Comeng suburban 
train. The train will be stabled in the platform on the 
Clifton Hill - City Circle platform for inspection. It is not 
expected that signalling will be fully operational on the 
Clifton Hill - City Circle line so the Comeng train will be 
ce through the loop under staff and ticket system. 
RT 


Labor Party will restore rail lines: As part of its policy 
speech for the State Elections on April 3rd, the Labor 
Party has pledged to restore the Leongatha and Hastings 
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DRC42 departs Seymour with the 4.25 pm Up Shepparton as X48 and T389 rest in the yard. Wed.30.12.81. (John Dare) 


rail passenger service. It was also planned to restore any 
other passenger service that could be proven to be a worth- 
while proposition. In addition it also intends to provide 
more modern railmotors for the passenger service fleet to 
replace the ‘broken down junk which VicRail presently 
tries to use’. A spokesman for the Party said that it was 
time country passengers got value for money out of their 
services. It was also stated that country travellers would 
receive the same benefits out of their tickets that suburban 
travellers do. It was claimed that the Labor Party would 
generally restore confidence in Victoria’s rail system. 
(Herald) 
Tenders: The following tenders were called by VicRail dur- 
ing March 1982. 
* The supply of 2 No. — 1600mm gauge CC bogies, com- 
plete with B77 traction motors ready to mount under B, 
S and X class locomotives. 


The supply of 4 No. two-man track inspection cars as 

specified. 

* The manufacture, supply, delivery, construction erec- 
tion, installation and commissioning of power signalling 
and relay interlocking at Bayswater. 

* The clearance of all the unserviceable sleepers to be 
removed from the railway track between Moama and 
Mathoura approx. 24 miles. 

* The clearance of all the unserviceable sleepers to be 
removed from the Down railway track between St 
Albans and Diggers Rest stations approx. 9 miles. 

* Modification of 6 T class locomotives. 

Modernisation and conversion of 14 Harris trailer car- 

riages for use with T class locomotives. 

* Modernisation and conversion of 4 Harris trailer car- 
riages for use with Tulloch railmotors. 

* The purchase and removal of certain railway track 
material as specified, between Allendale and Newlyn 
approx. 4% miles. 

* The purchase and removal of certain railway track 

material and removal and stacking of certain other rail- 


* 
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way track material as specified, between Branxholme 
and Casterton approx. 312 miles, and Hamilton and 
Coleraine approx. 22% miles. 


The Train Travellers Association proposals: As part of its 

plans for improved rail service the TTA recently featured 

its views for creating a better transport service. Some of 
these proposals are repeated hereunder. 

1. Retire the Tait cars at the rate of 15 per year. 

2. Refurbish all Harris cars by 1985. 

3. Increase orders for the new Comeng train to 75. 

4, cas all wooden bodied country cars by the end of 

5. Introduce high speed interurban services to Geelong, 

Bacchus Marsh, Seymour and Kyneton. 

6. Provide additional crossing loops to improve frequency 

and punctuality on single lines. 

For the upgrading of suburban services the TTA would 

like to see. 

1. Corivert all manually signalled sections to automatic and 
provide CTC facilities for remaining single track sec- 
tions. 

. Complete the additional track to Mordialloc by 1984. 

. Complete the duplication to Bayswater by 1983. 

. Extend the Altona line to Westona and Laverton. 

. Provide island platform crossing facilities at 
Montmorency, Diamond Creek and Thomastown. 

. Extend the Alamein line to Hughesdale. 

. Complete the electrification to Werribee by 1983. 

. Complete electrification to Deer Park by 1983. 

. Extend the suburban electric service to Melton and 
Sunbury by 1985. (TTA) 


On Why 


oOo conan 


WARRNAMBOOL LINE 

Double headed passenger trains: Weekend passenger 
trains on the Warrnambool line now have two engines as a 
regular practice. This is thought to be due to the difficulty 
of getting an engine to the rescue should the train loco fail. 
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It also helps to maintain the schedule when a long and 
heavier train is operated. As an example on Sun.7.2 the Up 
Warrnambool pass. was hauled by B65 and B78 with the 
usual new car set of 3ACN, 2BN, IBN. The schedule was 
easy maintained that day. (WDSRS) 


Train of Knowledge: The 7rain of Knowledge has been to 
Warrnambool twice during February. The first tour was on 
the days of the 17-19th Feb. and was hauled by T396. On 
the second occasion on 24.2 T396 hauled cars, Melville, 
Avoca, 43BPL, Sleepers, 8, 7, 5, Carey, sleepers 10, 9, 6. 
(WDSRS) 


Camperdown refreshment rooms: On 24.2, it was noted 
that the roofing iron had been removed from the verandah 
but the verandah frame was still standing. The platform 
fencing and barrier gates had been removed. (WDSRS) 


Link Tours to Warrnambool: Link Tours have been suc- 
cessful in operating both the ‘‘Swan Hill Spirit’? and 
“Rutherglen Red’? tours and now it plans to extend its 
Operation to running a ‘‘Warrnambool Wanderer’’ special 
train. Several tours are planned to operate in April, May, 
June, July, August and September. (WDSRS) 


Railmotor replace by bus: The 7.33 am Down railmotor to 
Werribee has been replaced by a bus service which calls at 
all stations en route and then returns at 8.53 am to Spencer 
St. The arrangement is the result of a severe shortage of 
railcars. This arrangement is expected to last for three 
months. (DF) 


Camperdown livestock sales: The Camperdown livestock 
sales normally arranged on a Tuesday is proving to be a 
good money earner for VicRail. As many as 25 wagons 
have been seen loading after a sale. A mixture of four 
wheel and bogie stock is used including KMQ wagons 
which carry the 6.1 m livestock containers. (WDSRS) 


SERVICETON LINE & BRANCHES 

Stawell sightings: 

Sat.30.1: Up Jet passed through with 50 vehicles hauled by 
C509, C502 and S313. 


Sun.31.1: B81 and B84 ran the Horsham pass. each way 
with a 3 car N set, the first use of such a set on a Sunday. 

Mon.1.2: X44 and S301 ran the Horsham pass. with 2 N 
sets plus a VBPY. The first use of a double set during the 
week. The use of locos other than B class is now very 
rare on this train. 

Tues.2.2: $303, T351, T389 Up goods with 53 vehicles. 

Sun.7.2: X 44, X34 ran the Horsham pass. with a mixed 8 
car set. 

Mon.8.2: X44, T351, T394 Up goods with 36 vehicles. 

Sun.28.2: B84, X44 on Down Horsham pass. with a mixed 
9 car set. PM) 


Special train to Patchewollock: The Australian Railway 
Exploration Assoc. ran a special train to Patchewollock 
over the weekend of 26 and 27 Feb. The train was hauled 
by a B class as far as Ararat where a T class took over. The 
train consisted of a CW van, sleeping cars, 6, 10, 9, and 
returned to Spencer St at 8.30 pm on Sat.27.2. (SC) 
Norman Car to Adelaide: The Norman car was seen as part 
of the consist of the Overland on Fri.5.3, as the leading 
vehicle to cater for an excursion by the Victoria Golf Club. 
The car was returned on the Overland on Tues.9.3. (BH) 
New work site at Murtoa: As part of VicRail’s upgrading 
of the main Serviceton line the workers’ camp will next be 
set up at Murtoa. Tenders were called recently for provi- 
sion of sewerage system, water supply, concrete pathways 
and the necessary stormwater drainage system. (Srawell 
Times) 

Railmotor replaced by bus: The scheduled DERM service 
to Bacchus Marsh which forms the 11.05 am Down and 
returns as the 12.30 pm Up service has been officially but 
temporarily, replaced by a road coach service due to a 
severe shortage of railmotors. The alteration is expected to 
last for 3 months. (BD) 


Long Sunday Jet: On Sun.7.3, the normal 2.00 pm express 
freight was seen crossing the Maribynong River bridge 
with 45 bogie vehicles with an estimated load of well over 
2,000 tonnes hauled by, C505, C507, X39, T337. Who said 
Sunday was a quiet day? (SC) 


C502 on a Down fast goods shunts in Dimboola yard as C507-S303 look on. $313 waits to head for Ararat with 
a bulk wheat special on Thurs.24.12.81. (Greg King) 
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T7322, RM58, DRC 40-41-42 out the back of the diesel shops at Dynon Loco awaiting repair. 29.11.81. 
(John Buckland) 


Portland goods: A Portland goods train was seen at 
Heywood with a load of bulk wheat conveyed in an assort- 
ment of hopper wagons for a load of 2,300 tonnes hauled 
by 1331, 366, 404. The date was Fri.5.3. (LB) 


BENDIGO LINE & BRANCHES 


Echuca Rail Institute birthday: The Victorian Railway's 
Institute at Echuca recently celebrated its 10th anniversary. 
The Institute has about 120 members in the area. (Echuca 
Free Press) 

New rail bridge at Echuca still in doubt: The present road 
and rail bridge across the Murray River at Echuca has long 
passed its economical life and trains are restricted in weight 
in order noi to place too much strain on the old bridge. 
The bridge becomes a bottleneck when long and slow 
trains cross the river particularly as VicRail is carrying 
some of the heaviest and longest trains through Echuca. 
The question that is often asked is whether the old bridge 
will be re conditioned or will a completely new bridge be 
built alongside the present structure for exclusive use of 
trains to carry the heavier loads of todays standards and 
allow larger locomotives to run beyond Echuca. The bridge 
replacement question is probably still 12 months away as 
finance is still a problem. (Echuca Free Press) 

Link Tour to Swan Hill: The Link Tours sponsored 
“Swan Hill Spirit’? ran to Swan Hill on Sat.20.2. The train 
was hauled by a T class throughout and consisted of CV 
van, 3AW, CW van. (CA) 

Bendigo goods: The 3.30 pm Up Bendigo goods was 
observed passing Castlemaine on Wed.3.3, hauled by Y 
classes, 113 and 136 with 31 vehicles trailing. (IY) 
Railmotor shortage: Because of a severe shortage of 
railcars and railmotors VicRail has recently issued a circular 
introducing buses as an official but temporary replacement 
for certain railmotor schedules on the Sunbury and 
Kyneton route. This arrangement is expected to last for at 
least 3 months. (SC) 


Swan Hill passengers services: On Sunday, 28th February 
new passenger car 3ACN was removed from the consist of 
the Melbourne to Swan Hill and return service due to 
shock absorber failure on one of the bogies. This car 
remained at Swan Hill pending the supply of a replacement 
shock absorber. Repairs were done on Wednesday, 3rd 
March and the car returned to Melbourne attached to the 
Up pass. (8038) the following morning. 

However it was soon to return to Swan Hill along with 
two BN cars on the Down service (8043) on the same day. 
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The reason given was that the AZ and MBS which should 
have formed part of this train were ‘“‘red carded”? in 
Melbourne and the N set was substituted. Naturally the set 
formed the Up service on Friday Sth. 

As suggested in Steve McLean’s article in February 
Newsrailthe sets are not to be split up. It would appear that 
the two BN cars which normally run with 3ACN were 
taken out of service pending the repair of this car. This 
could explain how it was possible to use this consist as a 
replacement set. It would be quite interesting to ascertain 
when the set returned to its normal running. This was the 
first time an N set has worked to Swan Hill on other than 
the Sunday service. 

Additional services were provided over the Labour Day 
holiday weekend. On Saturday, 6th March the 8.45 Down 
(8009) was extended to run from Bendigo to Swan Hill 
headed by X41 were BE, BE, AS and BCE. This was to 
make up an extra train leaving Swan Hill at 4.30 pm on 
Monday 8th. Also on this day the Down service was 
altered to run as the normal Saturday service departing 
Spencer St at 6.05 pm. 

For a time on Sunday, Swan Hill yard contained four of 
the larger engines and this could have been the first time 
this has occurred. Along with X41 mentioned above were 
X37 which arrived the evening before on train 8061 and 
also the two B class, new liveried 80 and 84 which were on 
the Sunday return service. On this holiday weekend this 
train was reduced to only one N set. It is not possible to 
imagine this train as being underpowered, judging by the 
acceleration as it left the station yard. (AF) 


Grain receivals — Bendigo district: More than 25,000 
tonnes of wheat and barley was received at Echuca by the 
Grain Elevators Board. Board figures for season 1981-82 
show on current figures, district farmers deposited 26,- 
403,97 tonnes of wheat at Echuca, plus 470.96 tonnes of 
barley. Totals for the Central Region, of which Echuca is 
part, were 667,017.82 tonnes of wheat, 72,984.52 tonnes of 
barley and 14,621.32 tonnes of oats — a total of 754,623.66 
tonnes for the area. Receivals at Mitiamo up to the same 
date were 16,752.31 tonnes of wheat, 1252.04 tonnes of 
barley and 2392 tonnes of oats. Receivals at Dingee 
amounted to 1817.59 tonnes of wheat. Quambatook topped 
the wheat receivals in the Central Region with a total of 
41,642.51 tonnes plus 5833.11 tonnes of barley. Total 
wheat receival for Victoria up to February 11 was 27,716,- 
841.68 tonnes of wheat 395,210.58 of barley and 27,815.99 
tonnes of oats for a total of 3,139,868.25 tonnes. (Riverine 
Herald) 
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An ARE tour at Bright on 16.6.80. (Graham Cornish) 


Echuca events: The following sightings were recorded at 

Echuca: 

Mon.22.2: T378 and Y169 arrived on the Down at 4.15 pm 
with load of GYs and one oil tanker. Y167 with load of 5 
VOWAs, 3 containers, 19GH wagons, 13GYs arrived at 
3.50 pm on the Up. At 4.50 pm Y169 with 19GH, 1OGY, 
12GH arrived on another Up goods. Five locos in yard in 
the evening, T372, Y160, 164, 167, 169. 

Tues.23.2: Down goods with T359 and Y166 arrived at 5.14 
pm with 31 GYs, 19GH. 

Wed.24.2: Contractor seen bundling used sleepers at 
Moama. Two trains arrived at the same time, one on the 
Up, the other the Down. T372 and Y166 brought in a 
Down goods at 5.15 pm and Y160 arrived on a Up goods 
at 5.15 pm. 

Thurs.25.2: Y168 and Y167 in the yard at 7.00 pm. More 
work being done on the level-crossing on Murray Valley 
Highway. Flashing lights in position near footpath. 

Fri.26.2: Y168 arrived on the Up with 54 GH wagons at 
3.55 pm. Locos, Y166, 167, 168, 1154 stabled in yard at 
5.30 pm. 

Sat.27.2: Locos Y160 and 167 stabled in yard. 

Mon.1.3: Locos Y160, 169 in yard. Locos 54 and 168 
arrived on Down goods at 4.50 pm. 

Tues.2.3: Y169 and 160 in yard at 5.00 pm. Track recorder 
also stabled for the night. 

Wed.3.3: Y156 and 154 in the yard at 12.30 pm. Y169 
arrived at 4.25 pm on a Down with 25 containers. 

Thurs.4.3: T381, Y154, 167 in yard at 4.45 pm. 

Fri.5.3: Y160 in yard at 4.45 pm. T370 and Y169 arrived 
with a Down goods. 

Sat.6.3: Y136, 154, 169, T341 stabled in the yard over the 
weekend. 

Tues.9.3: Y154 and Y136 in yard at 4.45 pm. (FS) 


Down s.g. freight: AN unit GM31 was seen combined 
with T355 on Fri.26.2, hauling a long s.g. freight at 
Glenrowan. It appeared as though there was some fault 
with one of the wagons as the train stayed in Glenrowan 
loop while workmen inspected wagon ICX 148123. (IY) 
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Myrtleford report: The following goods trains were seen at 

Myrtleford on the dates shown: 

Tues.2.2: Y113 ran return trip. 

Fri.5.2: Y113 on short return trip. 

Fri.12.2: T351 with GY wagons. 

Fri.19.2: Y145 with GY wagons and VOWA wagons. 

The section of line beyond Myrtleford was recently 
announced as being closed due to the poor condition of 
the track. (IM) 

Link Tour to Rutherglen: The usual consist of the 
“Rutherglen Red’? ran to Chiltern on Sat.27.2. with 
BCPLI1, 3BW and CV van. (SC) 
Delay at Broadford loop: The 2.15 pm Down s.g. freight 
was delayed at Broadford loop on Thurs.11.3, when it was 
discovered that several motor vehicles loaded on flat 
wagons were leaking fuel. The train hauled by C501 then 
ran to Seymour loop where the local CFA were engaged to 
hose down the cars. (DC) 

Grain receivals — Shepparton area: Following are the 

wheat, barley and oats receivals figures for depots in this 

area. The figures, released from the Grain Elevators 

Board, are measured in tonnes. Cobram: wheat 4358, oats 

11. Devenish: wheat 4926, oats 543. Dookie: wheat 10784, 

barley 1228, oats 182. Katamatite: wheat 5136, barley 1336. 

Katunga: wheat 4676. Murchison: wheat 10690, barley 196. 

Nagambie: wheat 5623, barley 66. Nathalia: wheat 7206, 

barley 306. Numurkah: wheat 1804, barley 472. Picola: 

wheat 8512. Pine Lodge: wheat 1918. Rushworth: wheat 

1973, oats 546. St James: wheat 8309, barley 96. Stanhope: 

wheat 5598, oats 58. Tallygaroopna: wheat 3605. 

Tungamah: wheat 6294. Waaia: wheat 3709, oats 13. 

Wunghnu: wheat 4079. Yarrawonga: wheat 19662, oats 28. 

Youanmite: wheat 1521. (Shepparton News) 


ORBOST LINE 

Comeng trips to Pakenham: Special trips were run by the 
new Comeng suburban train on Fri.5.3, from Flinders St 
to Pakenham and return. The 6 car set left Flinders St at 
10.40 am and returned to Flinders St at 2.50 pm after per- 
ne two return trips from Pakenham to Caulfield. 
SC) 


NEWSRAIL 


Works 


Glen Waverley line work: VicRail is currently doing 
upgrading work on the track on the Glen Waverley line 
with the use of the large Plasser ballast cleaning machine 
and a few other bits and pieces such as tamping and lining 
machines. The work is normally performed at night and 
not without the occasional complaint from nearby residents 
about the noise created. VicRail did inform all residents 
close to the line that work was to be undertaken by the 
insertion of notices in letterboxes. Ballast trains are nor- 
mally run at night following the last train but on Wed.10.2, 
a B class passed through Heyington at 10.00 am on its way 
to Glen Waverley. The train consisted of 10 VHWA 
wagons and a ZL van. The 9.40 am Down suburban train 
was terminated at Darling and formed the 10.19 am Up 
train from Darling. The normal Down 9.05 am train was 
held at Gardner and the 10.10 am at Tooronga. The ballast 
train occupied the Down line discharging ballast. No trains 
were operated from Glen Waverley to Darling from 10.05 
am until 11.00 am. A replacement bus service was not pro- 
vided. (PJ, GMcL) 


South Geelong works: Work is almost finished on provid- 
ing a through number 2 road in the platform at South 
Geelong. Sleepers have been laid and about half the rails 
spiked down. Access is via a new crossover facing Down 
trains on No.| road at the Down end of the platform. 
(WDSRS) 


Werribee electrification: Work is steadily progressing on 
this major project and a recent sighting revealed that over- 
head masts had been erected for most of the distance bet- 
ween Paisley and Hoppers Crossing including No.3 road at 
Laverton. A few masts have even been erected between 
Hoppers Crossing and Werribee. (WDSRS) 


Major electrical works at North Melbourne: As far back 
as December VicRail workmen were observed erecting 


overhead masts and wiring along the goods only line at 
South Kensington and up the man made hill at Spion Kop 
which connects to the North Melbourne goods arrival 
roads. At the time little connection was made to this work 
and the planned major overhead work that will be carried 
out between North Melbourne and South Kensington over 
the next 12 months. The erection of wiring at South Ken- 
sington will permit suburban trains to run to Melbourne 
completely bypassing the stations of Spencer St and North 
Melbourne. The work involves renewal and repositioning 
of overhead wiring between Spencer St and North 
Melbourne. The works will mean that no suburban train 
will stop at North Melbourne or Spencer St on Sundays for 
at least the next 12 months and passengers wishing to get 
on or off at these two stations will have to board a rail 
shuttle service that will operate by diesel train between 
Flinders St and North Melbourne. The diesel hauled train 
will be a push, pull operation with probably a Y class at 
either end of 2 or 3 BPL cars. It may even transpire that a 
DERM may be used as well. The routing of the suburban 
trains will effect Broadmeadows, St Albans and Williams- 
town trains. It will mean that the route for these trains will 
be ex Flinders St via the through suburban viaduct, thence 
via the electrified goods lines to South Kensington or in 
the case of Broadmeadows trains to Kensington. Down and 
Up St Albans trains will stop at South Kensington. Actual 
start of the project was on Sun.14.3. It will certainly mean a 
big difference to the activity at Spencer St on Sundays. 
(WAP) 

Tottenham station works: In connection with work being 
carried out at the new station site buses replaced suburban 
trains between Footscray and Sunshine on Fri.5.3, between 
the hours of 9.00 am and 3.30 pm. Several country 
passenger trains were routed via the goods lines through 
the Bunbury St tunnel as a result of the work. (SC) 


The track layout between platform 7 and 8 at Spencer St during reconstruction to allow locos to run around the 


train. (Ken Williams) 
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K190 
ACTION 


K190 steams out of Moorabbin as it heads for 
Mordialloc during the Mordialloc Centenary 
Celebrations during December 1981. (Ken 
Williams) 


190 steams uphill through Flemington Bridge 
as it heads for Royal Park on the first Sunday 
of free travel last December. (Ken Williams) 


190 steaming well near Bruthen during the tour to Orbost on 17.10.81. (Jeff Dorman) 


190 arrives at Essendon on 30.10.81 during the celebrations for the Moonee Ponds Centenary. (Ken Williams) 


Rollingstock 


GENERAL 


Workings to South Australia: With the through running 
of locomotives to Adelaide a number of interesting loco 
combinations have been reported. 


Mon.11.1: C507 passed through Bordertown at 11.15 am. 


Wed.3.2: The following units sighted in South Australia — 
C505, C510 and C508. At Tailem Bend AN unit 940 was 
added to C508s train. 


The last few weeks has seen the working of Victorian locos 
developed into a pattern and it is normal for the following 
Express goods trains to run with at least one C class and a 
AN 930 unit. The workings have been regularly seen by a 
reader at Balhannah. Weekdays: Train No. 731, 792/847, 
388/487. These trains become Victorian numbers 9130, 
9146, 9120 respectively. 

Saturday: Train No. 697 (Vic. 9132), usually two C classes. 
Sunday: Train No. 731 (Vic. 9120) usually two C classes. 

On Wed.20.1, train number 697 (9132) was seen passing 
through Balhannah with C classes number, 507, 508 and 
505 with a AN930 class thrown in for good measure. 

As from Ist March it was planned to have the Overland 
worked regularly by two X class units all the way to 
Adelaide but at the time of printing regular working had 
not developed. 

Instructions for working of C class locos in South 
Australia call for the C class to always be the leading unit 
when working with a AN loco and the loads for the work- 
ing of single C class units and combinations of AN locos 
has been issued as follows. 

Single C class: 900 tonnes. 

Twin C class: 1800 tonnes. 

Single C class + 930: 1400 tonnes. 

Single C + two 930: 1800 tonnes. 

The loads are for either direction on the main line through 
Tailem Bend. (GB) 
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VicRail’s country cars: In March’s magazine we reported 
the possibility of the new cars being clad in stainless steel 
however subsequent reports reveal that this idea will not 
be pursued further. Experimental sides were placed on 
BRN19Y (not ACN19 as reported) but was not considered 
to be a proposition. As an experiment Schafenburg 
drawbars are being fitted to BRN33which is presently in 
the underframe stage. All BN cars built or in the building 
stage are fitted with standard automatic couplers and as an 
experiment it is proposed to fit only one N car set with 
them (28BN, 33BRN, 29ACN). (AN) 
Depot sightings: 
Ararat, Sun.21.2: $308, T360, 363, 367, 397, W260, 263, 
X33, Y143, 144, 146, 149, 152. 
Ararat, Sun.28.2: B85, S303, T1356, 363, 409, 410, 412, 
W260, 263, X33, YI10, 146, 150, 152. (PM) 
AN Cafeteria car: The Australian National cafeteria car 
has been regularly working the Gippslander set recently and 
was noticed as part of the consist at Sale on Wed.3.3, 
hauled by T400. The car was obtained from South 
Australia because of a shortage of suitable cars in Victoria 
to operate regular services. The car is quite well presented 
inside and as AN have little use for this car it would not 
seem surprising if VicRail retained it. (CC) 
Spare passenger sets: VicRail has put together a number 
of spare sets and the non-aircon. sets have a large sten- 
cilled ‘S* in diagonally opposite corners. Cars that become 
defective in their regular sets are no longer shunted and 
removed from the set but the whole set is taken out of ser- 
vice. Some spare cars that have been noticed at Spencer St 
are: AW, 3, 13, 22, 25, 30. BW, 2, 18, 19, 25, 26, 41, 44. 
CV, 7 and CW |. (ROR) 


Green ANR 944 and VR C508 at Mile End Loco, Adelaide on 
Sat.9.1.82. It is believed B73 left Melbourne for Adelaide on 
Fri.22.3.82 to be the first loco rebuilt by Clyde. (Greg Smith) 
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VLCX and ZL vans: VLCX140 has been noted in service 
stencilled, ‘‘Top Centre Plate Trial’, ZL vans noted sten- 
cilled ‘‘Tottenham Yard Terminal Area Only’ include, 
numbers 646, 655, 673, 706, 714, 729, 734. ZL vans sten- 
cilled ‘‘Suburban Goods Traffic only” include, 1, 337, 456. 
ZL van number 659 stencilled on underframe, ‘‘Retain for 
standard gauge’’. 
VBPY vans: These parcel and mail carrying vans operate 
on passenger trains and several have been painted silver 
and orange to match the new country cars. The vans 
repainted are numbers, 11, 27, 37, 90. Numbers 11 and 90 
differ from the other two in that their underframes are 
painted black not orange. VBPY number 6 was recently 
converted to VBAY number 79. (ROR, PB) 
Tait car amendments In the December edition of Newsrail 
there appeared an extensive list of all the Tait cars in ser- 
vice. Unfortunately some of the information was 
transposed and is corrected hereunder. Also the list has 
been brought a little more up to date for those readers who 
are following the Tait cars progress: 
G cars: Add, 4G, 3 car S, Fluorescent lighting. 

Add, 6 G. Unit. 
M cars: 242M, (the second car) add, Off Reg. 
245M, add wired for 60 watt globes. 
248M, add wired for 60 watt globes. 
261M add to list = W (facing West in block). 
280M add fluorescent lighting. 
464M add former unit number 319M. 
487M add scrapped (not repair). 
496M add Off Register. 
497M add Off Register. 
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The overall summary shown on the top of page 304 should 
have the headings reversed, that is, the On rails should 
be exchanged for On Reg. (PB) 


5 
A.R.H.S. RAILWAY MUSEUM 
Open Sat. - Sun. and public holidays 2 - 5 pm 
Mid-week visits by arrangement: Tel. 89 1053 
Miniature Live Steam rides: 
4th Sunday of month — Feb. - Nov. 
CHAMPION ROAD, NORTH WILLIAMSTOWN 
eee | 
| 
Why not subscribe and have Newsrail 
home delivered? 
DETAILS: 
A.R.H.S. Membership Officer, 
Box 5177AA, G.P.O. Melbourne, 3001 


Looking more like a heap of rubbish than a steam loco, bp? 
fully dismantled at the SEC siding at Ballarat on 27.1.82. By 
the end of the year the proud little 4-6-0 should be fully 
restored and back in service. (Colin Pike) 
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Delays, Derailments, etc. 


GENERAL 


Up Jet derailed: On Fri.12.2, a semi trailer collided with 
wagon VQDW6, the second vehicle in a Up Jet hauled by 
C508. The wagon was derailed and damaged a considerable 
amount of track between Gordon and Ballan. As a result 
passenger trains were either terminated and replaced with a 
bus service or in the case of the Up Dimboola pass. were 
routed via North Geelong. Several freight trains were sent 
via North Geelong resulting in considerable delay. The lire 
was not open until late evening. The accident occured at 
10.00 am. (IT) 


C class fails: On Sun.14.2, C502 while working in multiple 
with C505 became a total failure at Ballarat. The train 
remained at Ballarat for over 2 hours waiting the arrival of 
the Down Ballarat pass. so that the loco off that train could 
relieve C502. (IT) 


Up Jet stalls: C505 while hauling an Up Jet on Tues.16.2, 
was unable to lift the load on the grade between Ballarat 
and Warrenheip and stalled near the summit at about 8.00 
am. The train rollowing the Up Jet was the Overland and 
was called on to assist by pushing the disabled train to War- 
renheip but it too was unable to lift its own load plus that 
of the freight. The Up Jet eventually crawled into War- 
renheip following some minor repairs to the sanding gear 
and was sent to Melbourne via North Geelong. The Up 
Overland was delayed for about 2 hours. (CC) 

Traralgon goods stalls: On Thurs.18.2, locos L1153/1170 
hauling a long and heavy Down Traralgon goods stalled 
near Caulfield. The train was divided at 11.07 am and 
cleared the section about one hour later but not before 
severly effecting suburban services. (PP) 


Incident at Somerton: On Wed.3.3, three wagons rolled 
away during shunting operations at Somerton and collided 
heavily with T355 and derailed its leading bogie. The loco 
was in multiple with T411 on a Up sg freight (TR) 


Goods train derailed at Bendigo: The Up Echuca goods 
hauled by T1373, Y160, Y169 was derailed on arrival at 
Bendigo on Thurs.11.3. The rear bogies of Y169 jumped a 
set of points as it was slowly pulling into the yard. (BC) 


--- 7 ------ 75 


If YOU are interested in Railways 
why not join the 


AUSTRALIAN RAILWAY 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


Victorian Division 


Write to the 


MEMBERSHIP OFFICER, 
BOX 5177AA, G.P.P. MELBOURNE 
VICTORIA 3001 


Ee 


“Get your shots Harry and then we will go to the pub.” On a very hot Saturday, 23.1.82, passengers head for the 
shade after the ill-fated ARHS Oaklands trip with X39 derailed near Oaklands as they headed for home. 
(See p.46 March edition) (David Richards) 
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KATHERINE STATION TO BE PRESERVED 


Not all buildings have to be on a grand scale to make 
them worth preserving. Katherine railway station in 
Katherine (pop 3,800) in the Northern Territory is an 
example The station is on the old north Australia line, 
which was started to serve the goldfields and ran from 
Darwin to Birdum (509 km). In spite of a reprieve from the 
mining boom in the 1960s, the line was closed in 1976. The 
railway station is one of the oldest buildings in Katherine, 
and the only stone station on the line. It has two tiny 
rooms, a Stationmaster’s office and a waiting room. Bob 
Lee’s railway gang built the goods shed and tank at the 
same time as the station, in 1926. 

The Federal Government has planned a new railway line 
which will run from Darwin to Alice Springs. Although the 
line is expected to be on a new alignment away from the 
old railway line, pencil marks have already been drawn for 
the proposed line through Katherine and Tennant Creek 
(towards Alice). The National Trust is trying to take over 
the lease of the station from the local council to ensure it 
will not be replaced by a modern depot. The historical 
society would like to use the building as an information 
depot with a historical static display in one of the rooms. 
(AN) 


CRUSH LOAD IN JAPAN 

The suburban rail passenger service operated in Japan is 
certainly a tight squeeze as over 21 million passengers use 
the service every day. This is the world’s busiest passenger 
commuter service. (TTA) 


CLIFTON HILL 

A news item in the October 1980 edition of Newsrail 
(p.240) drew attention to some unique features of Clifton 
Hill station. Since the item appeared the Up side building 
has been badly damaged by fire and the portable building 
demolished. Fortunately the timber verandah survived 
both the fire and the demolition work, and it now stands in 
isolation. 

Clifton Hill station has other unusual features; for exam- 
ple, toilet facilities have always been on the Down platform 
only. 

Apart from the corrugated iron additions remaining 
beside the Down building, the building is one of the few of 
its type surviving today without doors, windows having 
been bricked up or altered. 

Clifton Hill is also the last suburban station to retain two 
signal boxes. ‘A’ Box, at the Up end, operates the inter- 
locked crossing gates, crossovers and signals at the Up end. 
The signals for Up trains arriving and departing are 
electrically lit semaphores. Down trains, departing from 
the Up platform and centre road face a bracket of four 
semaphores, the only non colour-light signals for Down 
trains, all three roads at Clifton Hill being signalled for 
two-way running. 

‘B? Box controls the junction of the Epping and 
Hurstbridge lines. The latter line, due to the Merri Creek 
viaduct, is single to the next station, Westgarth, the points 
there being remotely controlled by Clifton Hill ‘B’. 

Years ago, before the Heidelberg Road overpass was 
built, ‘B’ Box, in addition to the traffic on two busy lines, 
had interlocked gates to operate as well. Today this would 
be an impossible situation, for between 7.31 am and 8.31 
am no less than 24 trains are scheduled to pass ‘B’ Box, 
with the same number passing between 4.45 pm and 5.45 
pm. 

One wonders how long the two boxes with their 
semaphore signals can last in the middle of an automatic 
signal area — with the advancement of METROL it would 
seem not much longer. Get your photos now of the Tait 
trains passing the verandah on the Up platform, bound to 
be demolished when a new building is erected, along with 
the signal boxes, gates and Down side building, very soon 
the opportunity will be gone forever. 
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At the moment the Epping - Hurstbridge lines present 
an excellent opportunity for those interested in rail opera- 
tions to pursue their interest. As veteran Taits pass, one 
can see double line block operation on the Epping line, 
pass through three of VicRails tunnels and inspect the tres- 
tle bridge at Eltham. The truly unique operation, however, 
is the one cross in each peak hour at Diamond Creek. As 
there is only one platform, the train running against the 
peak calls first at the platform, then reverses into the loop. 
After the other train departs it leaves direct from the loop. 

In what other suburban system can one see two veteran 
trains cross in such circumstances? But be quick — soon 
after (if not before) you read this, the Clifton Hill tunnel 
of the underground loop will open and the Taits, and 
perhaps some unusual workings too, will disappear. 


Do you find you have nothing to do on Tuesday 
nights? Why not visit the ARHS Archives on the 
Down platform at Windsor from 8.00 pm. See you 
there! 


CORRECTIONS 


Author Paul Bishop has advised us of the following cor- 
rections to his article on the Walker Railcars which 
appeared on December, 1981 issue of Newsrail (p.284): 
Page 284, col. 1: ‘‘Statistics’’: Power unit Nos. for 102s 

should read | — 13RM, for 280s 80 — 92RM; *Capacity: 

should read: ‘‘102s had two pass. units ...”” 

Page 284, col. 2: end of first para. should read: ‘1950 (at 
that time...” 

Page 285, top photo: caption date should read: ‘‘June, 
1950”. 

Page 293, col. 1, line 4 should read: ‘1977, by which time 
1, 5, 9, 12, 25 and 35RM...” 

Page 293, photo caption: RM was not on fire. It was badly 
overheated, and the ‘‘smoke”’ is a mixture of steam and 
diesel exhaust. 

Page 292, centre and lower photos: both of these illustra- 
tions are of small van units. The small van 102 hp units 
were Nos. 11-12 and the 153 hp unit was No.20, the first 
ones built. 


RAILWAY QUIZ 


Last month’s answer: Our answer for the most kilo- 
metres in 24 hours is: leave Albury on the Southern 
Aurora at 5.15 am, Melbourne 8.55, 9.00 to Geelong and 
return on 10.30. Arrive Melbourne 11.37, Travel to 
Albury per 12.35 broad gauge, Albury arrival 4.15, depart 
4.48 on Up Daylight Express, Melbourne 8.20 then per 8.55 
Overland to Nhill, change over to Up Overland then back to 
Stawell where you arrive at 5.19 am. This is a total distance 
of 1646 kilometres. If you can travel further please let us 
know. 

This month’s question: With the Tait cars being with- 
drawn from service, how many series were there and 
when were they introduced? 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 
For details on how to place your advertisement and charges 
see p. 55. 


WANTED KNOWN 


Diamond Valley Railway (Great Little Trains of Victoria) 
very scenic, fully signalled, rollingstock based on protypes 
— 7% gauge. Open Sundays, Public Holidays and as arran- 
ged. 11 am - 5 pm. Situated at Lower Eltham Park, Melway 
Ref. 21, H10. Enquiries phone 25 2110. 
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Take a well earne 
holiday on the THE 


new “Ghan" ! RAILFAN 


Ansett Airlines 


can make this possible. SHOP 


Visit such places as Cooper Pedy, 
Port Augusta, The Olgas, Ayers 


AIRLINES OF AUSTRALIA : Telephone: 67 2480 
Telephone 342 2133 5 


| 
| 
| Rock, Alice Springs and finally an i @® BOOKS @ MAGAZINES 
exciting train journey on “The j 
Ghan” to Adelaide. i @ BADGES @ RECORDS 
j Your holiday includes: Air Travel, i @ SLIDES e PHOTOGRAPHS 
| Pioneer Coach Travel, “The Ghan” Rail j 
r Travel, sight-seeing and tours, twin j @ SECONDHAND MODELS 
i share accommodation. j 
| FROM ONLY $789.00 | 
| Prices subject to change without notice. | 632 BOURKE STREET, 
For further details contact ! MELBOURNE, 3000 
4 ANSETT 
i a 
i 


BRANCH LINE . 


! I 
ttt: Sarees ce See NTT 
HYLA NDS | YOUR COMPLETE MODEL RAILWAY | 
| HOBBY CENTRE | 
1 498 Dorset Road, Croydon, Vic. 3136 rl 
BOOKSHOP | 
J ! 
fr 
I TRAIN WORLD I 


Phone: (03) 723 1211 
Specialists in Railway and | 624 Hawthorn Road, East Brighton 3187. 5966342. | 
| OPEN: MON.-SAT. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and late (9 p.m.) Fridays | 


Transport Books also eae | Magazines/Books: Australian, USA, UK — Direct Importers. I 


| Model Trains from USA/U.K. Good range always in stock. J 
| New and used models. Bankcard welcome. | 


1 Mail Order Lists available for 24c stamp. J 


HOBBYCRAFT 
MILITARY HISTORY, for Model Railways 


1 1 
! ! 
1 
WAR GAMES “N” GAUGE A SPECIALTY 
! ! 
1 | 


OPENS: 10 am MON.-FRI. — 9 am SAT. 
CLOSES: 6 pm MON.-THURS. — 9 pm FRI. — 1 pm SAT. 


AVIATION, SHIPPING, 


1351 Burke Road, East Kew 3102 
Phone: (03) 80 3241 


380 FLINDERS STREET 
KEYSTONE 
MELBOURNE, VICTORIA 3000 Latest KEYSTONE MOVIES | ($40, 


| { 

I 1 

; ! Super 8, sound) as well as films by Otto Perry and I 
Telephone: 62 3149 J Southern Railways’ new 2-8-4. 
l Write for more details to: | 

P.O. BOX 621, BALLARAT, 3350 | 
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